Sunday: Scripture Interpreted in Context

Scripture: 2 Peter 3:16
"Some of his [Paul’s] comments are hard to understand, and those who are ignorant and unstable
have twisted his letters to mean something quite different..."

Reflection:

We begin this journey acknowledging that Scripture, though inspired, is not always easy. Paul’s
writings have challenged the Church for centuries. In fact, Peter himself warned that Paul's
letters could be misused. This devotional begins not with answers, but with posture. Are we
willing to approach the Bible with humility? To be students rather than masters? To acknowledge
that cultural context, language differences, and our modern assumptions can color how we
interpret difficult texts?

Paul's teachings on headship and gender roles have long sparked debate. But interpretation
divorced from context can become distortion. What if "head" doesn’t imply dominance, but
something more relational? What if the focus is not hierarchy, but harmony?

Prayer:

God of wisdom, help me approach Your Word with reverence and curiosity. Teach me to wrestle
well with difficult texts and seek Your truth above all else. May I be formed by Your Spirit as I
study, not by my assumptions.

Monday: Headship Without Hierarchy

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:3
"The head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God."

Reflection:

This verse has often been the cornerstone for hierarchical models of marriage and church
leadership. But the Greek word translated "head" (“kephal€”) carries a range of meanings:
source, origin, honor, prominence. It doesn't always mean "authority over." In fact, if we
interpret "head" here as "authority," we create a potential theological problem: is God the Father
"over" Christ in essence? Orthodox Christianity says no. They are co-equal.

So how might we reimagine this passage? What if Paul is speaking of relational origin and
interdependence, not dominance? What if he is urging believers to live in a way that honors the
relationships God has established, rather than asserting power over one another?

Prayer:
Jesus, You are the head of the Church not because You dominate, but because You serve. Help
me to see leadership and partnership the way You do—rooted in love, not in rank.



Tuesday: Mutual Dependence, Not Domination

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:11-12
"Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman. For although
woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God."

Reflection:

Paul draws a beautiful picture of interdependence. Though Genesis records that woman was
taken from man, Paul reminds us that every man since has come from a woman. This poetic
symmetry reminds us that God's design is not one of domination but of mutuality.

In the Lord, we are not autonomous islands. Our rights, roles, and relationships are
interconnected. In Christ, no one stands above another in value or worth. This mutual
dependence is not a threat to our identity —it is the richness of our shared humanity.

Prayer:

Father, thank You for creating us to need one another. Help me resist pride and individualism.
Teach me to honor those around me as co-bearers of Your image, especially in relationships
where society teaches me to seek control.

Wednesday: Reframing Submission

Scripture: Ephesians 5:21
"Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ."

Reflection:

Often when we think of submission, we think of it in one direction: wives to husbands, children
to parents, employees to bosses. But Paul starts the conversation on submission with mutuality.
Every believer is called to submit. Why? Because we revere Christ.

Submission in the kingdom of God is not about weakness. It is about strength under control.
Jesus Himself submitted to the will of the Father and took on the form of a servant. Submission,
then, is Christlikeness in action.

When both spouses live with a spirit of submission, marriage becomes a place of profound
partnership, not competition. It mirrors the self-giving love of the Trinity.

Prayer:
Lord Jesus, You washed feet and carried a cross. Teach me to submit not out of fear, but out of
love. Help me to lay down my ego so I can lift others up.



Thursday: The Servant Head

Scripture: Ephesians 5:25
"Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her."

Reflection:

In this powerful instruction, we see Paul calling husbands to model their love after Christ. What
kind of headship is this? Not one that demands obedience, but one that gives up everything for
the beloved.

Christ’s leadership is defined by sacrifice, not status. He humbled Himself, took on flesh, and
suffered for His bride. That is the model of headship Paul presents. It's not about demanding
submission but about laying down one’s life in love. If husbands truly lead this way, the home
becomes a sanctuary of grace.

Prayer:
Jesus, Your love was poured out without limit. Teach me to love those closest to me with that
same heart. Let me lead by example, through gentleness, humility, and sacrificial care.

Friday: Cultural Sensitivity and Gospel Integrity

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:31-33
"So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not cause
anyone to stumble... For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many."

Reflection:

Paul teaches that our behavior should be guided by love, not personal freedom. In a culture
where wearing a head covering could bring shame or honor, Paul encourages believers to act in
ways that uphold the gospel’s integrity, not their personal preferences.

This doesn’t mean we always conform. But it does mean we consider how our actions affect
others. We ask: Will this help or hinder the gospel? Will this uplift or confuse? True freedom
submits itself to the higher calling of love.

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, guide my steps with wisdom. Teach me to live in a way that honors You and invites
others into Your kingdom. Help me lay down my preferences for the sake of Your mission.



Saturday: The Way of the Cross is the Way of Headship

Scripture: Matthew 20:28
"The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Reflection:

Jesus redefined leadership forever. The King of Glory stooped to wash feet. The Savior of the
world wore a crown of thorns. Headship, in the model of Christ, is not about power but about
presence, not about control but about care.

This final devotional invites us to view headship through the lens of the cross. If we are to be
heads, let us be the first to serve, the first to repent, the first to love. Let our leadership be
cruciform—shaped by the cross, marked by grace.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, make me more like You. Where I have led from pride, replace it with humility.
Where I have misunderstood power, show me the way of the cross. Let my life reflect Your
servant-hearted love in every relationship.

Closing Thought:

True headship is not about hierarchy, but about harmony. It reflects the unity of the Trinity, the
servant-love of Christ, and the relational beauty of God's design for humanity. Let us continue to
study the Word with humility and live it out with grace.



